across a small booklet consisting of nine leaves, and measuring 14.5 10.5 cm., which Sir Aurel Stein's native assistant had la- The rest of this interesting effusion is torn off.
, Both of these manuscripts, especially the latter, are rather carelessly written; but in this respect they are eclipsed by yet a third MS., which came to light very soon after. This, like the first, is also in the form of a booklet, but slightly larger. The handwriting, though generally legible, is quite appalling in its slovenliness: it would seem to have been painfully copied out as an exercise by a very young novice at some temple. With all its imperfections, however, it is more nearly complete than either of the previous copies, containing as it does all the verses (except three or four accidentally omitted) that are given in both of them put together, with the addition of two extra lines at the beginning.
Comparing these three MSS., which I will call A, B, and C respectively, I should be inclined to say, on grounds both of paper and handwriting, that A was written about the same date as B, that is, early in the 10th century. C is written on paper of coarser 1) These are my conjectures for and g § (?) respectively. fl may possibly be an abbreviated form of or it may represent a local word tai meaning "price". I IR
